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Fellow Rotarians and friends, 

 

I hope you all celebrated the 111th. Birthday of Rotary International                                                    

and managed to get good publicity in your local communities. 

March is Water and Sanitation Month In our Rotary calendar.                                                              

Clean water is a basic need for human beings. When people,                                                   

especially children, have access to clean water, they live healthier and more                                                

productive lives. In this issue, PDG Jamil Mouawad is talking about one of the most successful 

projects tackling the water problems in our District. I asked him to write this article to set an 

example for other Rotarians on how Rotary Clubs can better serve their communities with the 

support of the Rotary Foundation and local partners. 

I wish also to remind you that on 26-27 March, our District will be honored to receive Rotary 

International President Ravi Ravindran and his wife Vanathy. This visit will be an opportunity for 

us to meet with Ravi and listen to his advice on how we can we better use Rotary to support our 

communities 

During this month and following months, Rotary calendar will be full of training events. Senior 

District Leaders will attend their District Team Training Seminar in April, while senior Club 

leaders will attend President’s Elect Training in different countries of the District as per the 

schedule set by our Incoming District Governor Saeed Ben Beleela. A final PETS is planned to 

take place at the District Conference for those who wouldn’t make it for a reason or another. 

At the end of January, I, and Ghada visited the Rotary Club of Khartoum in Sudan. It was one of 

those unforgettable visits where we witnessed the great work done by the Rotarians despite the 

difficult surrounding circumstances. Together with local and international partners implemented 

sustainable projects to support youth and women in the whole country. 

Second week of February witnessed the completion of our official club visits in the District visiting 

the four clubs in Palestine. Again, with the most difficult circumstances around, and difficulties for 

moving from side to side, we managed to visit the cities of Bethlehem, Albireh, Ramallah, and 

Jerusalem to meet with passionate Rotarians ready to assist their communities. I am proud to say 

that despite the short time since they were chartered, Rotary Clubs in Palestine, managed to 

undertake a large number of service projects using the Foundation and other international Rotary 

clubs. 

Fellow Rotarians and friends, 

We are in our ninth month of this Rotary year. Hopefully, your club has fulfilled most of its goals 

for the year. Now is the time to review and make sure things are either complete or on track to be 

completed. I hope you have signed up for the Presidential Citation, District Governor Citation and 

District Awards to be distributed during the District Conference. 

Now is the time to register for our big celebration, District Conference, to be held in Amman, on 

May 19-22, 2016. From the great speaker lineup to the magnificent venue, and it’s not going to be 

successful unless we have you attending. Please don’t wait to the last minute to register. This is 

one conference that you do not want to miss! See you there!! Thanks to each and every one of you 

for what you do to make our District 2452 great! 

Yours in Rotary  
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Some years ago, I was asked to speak at an Interact club in my  home city                               

of Colombo, Sri Lanka. I have always taken my interactions with Rotary                            

youth very seriously, so I prepared my remarks carefully and put the same                         

effort into my presentation that I would for any other event. After the                             

meeting, I stayed to chat   with a few of the Interactors, answering their                        

questions and wishing them well. 

 

I came out of the classroom where we had met into the autumn afternoon.                             

The bright sun was shining directly into my eyes, so I found a bit of shade behind a pillar 

where I could wait for my ride. 

 

As I stood there, hidden from view, I overheard a group of the very Interactors who had just 

listened to my speech. Naturally I was curious: What would they be saying? What had they 

taken away from my presentation? I quickly realized that what they had taken away was not 

at all what I had intended. 

 

They were not talking about what I had said, the stories I had told, or the lessons I had come 

to their school to impart. To my astonishment, the major topic of conversation was my tie! I 

listened with amusement as they chattered about my Western clothes, my background, my 

business; every aspect of my appearance and behavior was dissected and discussed. Just as 

they began to speculate about what car I drove, my ride arrived and I stepped out into view. 

They were perhaps a bit embarrassed, but I just smiled, got into the car, and drove off with a 

wave. 

 

Whatever they learned from me that day, I learned far more. I learned that the lessons we 

teach with our examples are far more powerful than those we teach with words. I realized 

that as a Rotary leader, and a prominent person in the community, I had, for better or worse, 

become a role model for these young people. Their eyes were on me in a way that I had 

never before appreciated. If they chose to emulate me, they would model themselves on what 

they saw, not what I told them. 

 

All of us in Rotary are leaders, in one way or another, in our communities. All of us bear the 

responsibility that comes with that. Our Rotary values, our Rotary ideals, cannot be left 

within the confines of our Rotary clubs. They must be carried with us every day. Wherever 

we are, whoever we are with, whether we are involved in Rotary work – we are always 

representing Rotary. We must conduct ourselves accordingly: in what we think, what we say, 

what we do, and how we do it. Our communities, and our children, deserve no less. 
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“Securing Clean Water in ALL Public Schools in Lebanon” 
 

The infrastructural situation of most public schools in Lebanon is way                              

beyond catastrophic. Classrooms, water pipes, corrupted student desks,                        

playgrounds, electricity, faucets and teaching utensils are in a disastrous                        

condition.  

Moreover, the Lebanese Government doesn’t have a budget for that sector. The picture is 

much gloomier in rural areas like Akkar, North of Lebanon, where a good percentage of the 

population lives below the poverty line and kids, however motivated, face an uphill battle to 

succeed at school and beyond. Around three hundred thousand Lebanese students, in addition 

to hundreds of Syrian refugees are studying in these same schools.  

 

Since every student has the right to drink clean water and live a healthy life with no infections 

and diseases, the Rotary Clubs of Lebanon have been proactively engaged in providing 

clean water to the Lebanese Public Schools (which count 1, 200). The poor financial 

abilities of the students in Public Schools forces them to drink severely toxic and 

contaminated water since it’s the only free source provided by the schools.  

 

“Securing Clean Water in ALL Public Schools in Lebanon”, is being achieved by installing 

complete new water systems with water filters in each public school. The system includes 

new: water tanks, water pipes, faucets, filters and ultra violet filters. 

 All the 27 Rotary Clubs of Lebanon have pledged to engage in Global Grants in order to 

complete all the 800 left schools (450 schools have already been equipped by Rotary Clubs in 

the last 2 years). To tackle such an enormous project, committees were formed to support the 

action plan: Technical, Clubs Coordination, Fundraising, Training and Image Building 

committees.  

Several Memorandums of Understandings were signed to strengthen the local partnerships 

and enlarge the scale of the impact on our community. We signed an MOU with the Ministry 

of Education and Higher Education in Lebanon to help us in accessing the schools, with the 

Lebanese Red Cross to take water samples from the schools and deliver them to laboratories, 

to ensure that the water is safe to be used after system installation, with Boecker, the biggest 

public health institution in the Middle East to train the trainers on sustainability purposes for 

responsible school personnel, on how to maintain filters and how to train the students in 

maintaining their personal hygiene. We applied thirteen Global Grant Applications and 

received twelve approvals. Many International Rotary Clubs felt the emergency of the project 

and contributed instantly in the project.  

The project is being noticed by many countries in our District. They are trying to use the 

Lebanese experience in implementing   projects in their local schools to help provide clean 

water for children. 

  

PDG. Jamil E. Mouawad 
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DG Official visit to RC of Khartoum project  
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DG Official Clubs 

visits to Palestine  

DG Official visit to 
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Keep Jordan Clean 

 

Celebrating 111 years of Rotary, the Rotary Club of Amman West organized an event of tree planting in the 

forest of Berain, for a greener Jordan.  

The event which took place on Friday the 19th of February was done in cooperation with the Royal Society 

for the Conservation of Nature (RSCN) and the support of the Rotary Clubs of Amman Jerash, Amman 

Philadelphia and the Rotaract and Interact clubs of Jordan. The event was attended by DG Mustafa 

Naseriddin and over 170 Rotarians with their families and friends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The project started in 2013 as part of an initiative to counter act desertification and reduce the carbon 

footprint of different Rotarians. The first stage of the project was in January 2014 in which 500 trees were 

planted. More trees were planted in February 2015 and this year during the event, over 600 trees were 

planted. 

This project comes with support from RC Wangen Isny Leutkirch, Rotary Clubs of Jordan, Rotaract and 

Interact clubs and the Al-Shajarah Association (Jordan). 

Keep Jordan Green   

 

RC of Amman Capital has taken the very important initiative of   cleaning the shores of the Dead Sea. This 

project which was started in October 2015 aims to clean the Dead Sea shores from the litter. Added to this, it 

aims to raise awareness about the importance of keeping the shores clean and it teaches the culture of 

volunteer work and service to the local community. 

The event which took place on the 20th of February, involved more than 250 volunteers many of which 

were Rotarians with their families and friends. The young generation was the dominant volunteer. The 

shores of the Dead Sea were cleaned from the litter that filled the place, new signs were installed instructing 

the public to maintain the cleanliness of the shores and waste bins were distributed around the area to keep it 

clean. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The project was sponsored by many corporations, universities, hotels, NGO’S and governmental institutions 

such as  The Arab Potash, The Ministry of Social Development, The University of Jordan, Amman 

Municipality, The Jordan University of Science and Technology, Marriott Hotel, King Hussein bin Talal 

Conference Center, Ghaddeer Water, AL Marrkazeyeh Toyota, Kasret KHobez as well friends of the Dead 

Sea Club. 

RC of Amman CAPITAL provided all the logistics & necessary things for the project such as garbage bags, 

bins, food , refreshments ,gloves, shuffles, crakes, brooms, busses to transfer participants and volunteers, 

media coverage, social media campaign , a professional photographer, certificates of appreciation, and 

printed T-Shirts and caps that showed the Rotary and the sponsors’ logos 
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Congratulations   

Rotaract Club of Tripoli Pinning Ceremony  

 

Our Visit to Al Wafa Centre for autism in Bahrain 
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65th Anniversary of the first ICC ever created 

Strasbourg 6-7 may 2016 
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Upcoming Events  

RIP upcoming visit to Jordan 
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 Club  & District Support  

Supervisor 
Graham Reoch 

Graham.Reoch@rotary.org 

+41449877120 

 Foundation Services  

Coordinator 
Salome Brozman,  

salome.brozman@rotary.org +41443877187 

 Financial Services 
 

 

Emmanuel Idehen Emmanuel.idehen@rotary.org +41443877178 

 Major Gifts Advisor for Zone 20B  
 

PDG Suleman Girit ssgirit@tahas.com 

+905332144139 

 Senior Media Relations  

Specilalist 
Stephanie Tobler Muczink 

Stephanietoblermuczink@rotary.org 

+41449877116 

 Order Disk  

Supervisor Office 
Marcelo Bottini 

Eao.order@rotary.org 

+41449877184 

 

Position Email Number 

Vice Governor 
PDG Usama Barghouthi 

TRF@outlook.com 

+962795535085 
 

Governor Advisor 
PP Ghassoub Kawar 

ghassoub@kawar.com   +96277525002 
 
 

Governor Advisor 
PP Muhsen Al-Mufleh 

Abusihs@gmail.com +962795538333 

Governor Advisor 
PP Shawkat Tadros 

Shawkat_tadros@hotmail.com +962795789999 

Governor Advisor , Communication & IT 
PP Aref Al-Aref 

Itd2452@gmail.com 

+962777773977 

District Secretary 
PP Bashar Asfour 

Dsd2452@gmail.com 

+962795200800 

District Conference Chair 
PP Rami Sha’ban 

 wrift@orange.jo  +962795531413 

District Treasurer 
PP Nabil Haddad 

nih@arabauditors.jo 

+962795536169 

Executive Editor for the district 
governor’s newsletter  & District 

Correspondent 
Suha Yanni Ghawi 

Suha.yanni.ghawi@gmail.com 

+962795551237 
 

Governor’s Assistant 
Eng. Ayah Mansour 

Rid2452@gmail.com 

+962796861699 
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Office of the Governor &                      

Rotary International Contact 

Details 
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