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DG Christina’s Monthly Message 
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Fellow Rotarians in our great District 2452,  

Welcome to Rotary Year 2017-2018! 

There is a reason, why the month of July doesn’t have a theme in the Rotary calendar. July 

is a special month; for every Rotarian, for every club, for every District and for Rotary 

International.  

It is like a Universal Rotary Birthday party. The month in full of joyful handovers and why 

not, sometimes a few light hangovers too. 

In our clubs, we celebrate all we have achieved in the past 12 months and we look forward 

to the challenges of the new Rotary year, eager for service with new energy. 

Since 2013, when District 2452 came to life we have ‘Engaged Rotary and Changed Lives’ 

we ‘Lit up Rotary’, we experienced what it means to be a ’Gift to the World’ and in this 

past year during the Centenary of our Rotary Foundation we have celebrated our ‘Service 

to Humanity’. 

In the last six months, I have travelled through the District, I have met new Rotarians and I 

renewed my relationship with old friends. At our DTTS and at each individual PETS we 

discussed and agreed our Goals; we discussed ways of achieving them; we were updated on 

new and best practices. How to build Stronger Clubs, that can achieve Great Humanitarian 

Service, while we Shout It Out for the world to know what Rotary can really do to change 

lives. 

Our President Ian Riseley in his address in San Diego stressed the importance of teamwork 

and fellowship as the best way to offer productive service.  I am very confident that by next 

June we shall reach another end of the Rotary year feeling proud of our hard work and 

content that the projects we conceived ‘Made a Difference’ to the world. 

https://www.rghfhome.org/first100/global/regions/cyprus.htm


 

 

Rotary International News 

 

Presidential message - July 2017 
Ian H.S. Riseley 
President 2017-18 

There are as many reasons to come to Rotary as there are Rotarians – maybe even a few 

more. But each of us has stayed in Rotary because it adds something to our own lives. 

Through Rotary, we are Making a Difference in the world; and the more involved we become, 

the more of a difference Rotary makes to each of us. Rotary challenges us to become better 

people: to become ambitious in the ways that matter, to strive for higher goals, and to incor-

porate Service Above Self into our daily lives. 

Read full message  

Rotary Leader 

Our Foundation Newsletter 

Vocational Service Newsletter 

The Rotarian 

Links to Rotary International Newsletters 

Manage your subscriptions to Newsletters 

  

 

The Rotary flags in front of Rotary International World 
Headquarters in Evanston, Illinois, USA, and Rotary offices 
around the world flew at half-staff as friends and col-
leagues mourned President-elect Sam F. Owori, who died 
on 13 July from complications after surgery. Rotary re-
members Sam’s quiet confidence, integrity, and friendship 
Continue Reading 

Remembering President Elect  

Sam F. Owori  
“Optimism is what brings us to Rotary. But Rotary 
is not a place for those who are only dreamers. It 
is a place for those with the ability, the capacity, 
and the compassion for fruitful service.” 

Sam F. Owori, 1941-2017 

Sam Owori and his wife at the District 
Conference 2450 - April 2013 in Cyprus with 
the PDG Kevork Mahdessian and his wife Vart. 
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2017-18 Theme Reveal,   
President Ian H.S. Riseley 

Click the images for the links See the many smiles  
your gift helped make  

https://my.rotary.org/en/news-media/office-president/presidential-message
http://www.rotaryleader-en.org/rotaryleader-en/en201707?pg=7#pg7
https://www.rghfhome.org/wphs2017/jul-29.html
http://sanangelosunriserotary.org/Stories/july-2017-vocational-service-newsletter-making-a-difference-through-vocational-service
https://my.rotary.org/en/news-media/magazines/rotarian
http://rotary.highroadsolution.com/ri_preference_center/Form.aspx
https://www.rotary.org/en/rotary-remembers-sam-owori
https://vimeopro.com/rotary/everysmile
http://video.rotary.org/yHLF/2017-18-theme-reveal-ian-hs-riseley-ri-president-elect-2/
https://www.endpolio.org/


 

 

From the Rotary Calendar  
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In our Rotary calendar, August is dedicated to Membership

RI President Ian Riseley has made membership one of the major issues to be addressed 

during his year of service. In his theme speech to the International Assembly last January, 

he pinpointed two specific challenges in clubs with regard to membership,  gender balance 

and the average age of Rotarians, noting that clubs must be helped to address them.  

 It has been 28 years since our Council on Legislation voted to admit women to membership 

in Rotary. Yet the percentage of women serving in clubs in our District is only just 24 

percent. At this rate, it will take us another three decades to get to where we should be: 

gender parity, with as many women members in Rotary clubs as men.  

Three decades is far too long to wait to achieve a Rotary that reflects the world in which 

we live. We need to make it a priority now.  

The second critical challenge in our member demographics is our age. Paul Harris was 36 

years of age when he called that first Rotary meeting together in Chicago in 1905. Today, 

only 5 percent of our reported membership is under the age of 40. The great majority of 

members are over 60. And that doesn’t include the people who don’t want to tell us how 

old they are.  

As President Ian says, each of us should consider what our District and Rotary in general 

will look like 10 or 20 years from now, if we don’t get very serious, very soon, about 

bringing in younger members. It is imperative that we find new and better ways to 

consistently attract and engage younger members, so that we are constantly creating new 

generations of members and leaders. This is essential for our District to flourish. 

We must do more to welcome younger people, who face a number of competing demands. 

They are interested in service and eager to do good, but they need options. We need to 

offer them an involvement that doesn’t waste their time.  

Hence the 2016 Council on Legislation decisions to give clubs more flexibility in membership 

and meetings. If you want to meet every week, and it suits your club, that’s great. But 

there are people who can’t do that, for whatever reason. Flexibility is really important. 

 

 

https://my.rotary.org/en/news-media/calendar


 

 

...From the Rotary Calendar  
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Click here to for the presidential Citation  

Member engagement is of equal importance to member attraction. Clubs need to keep 

current members engaged and proud of being Rotarians. Assess your club regularly to learn 

what works and what doesn't. Work hard to deliver an experience that will keep members 

excited about Rotary. Recognizing members for their achievements, keeping members 

involved in club projects and activities, encouraging members to take on leadership roles, 

sending regular email updates, and asking members for their feedback are important 

elements in a successful strategy. 

Last year we welcomed 3 new Clubs in our District yet our numbers did not increase. 

Instead we have lost 8.5% of our membership since D2452 took life, and we start the year 

with less Rotarians than July 2016. 

So the need to achieve District Goals is now much more important and for that reason the 

DG Citation gives great importance to membership. Clubs are challenged to:  

• Sustain 80% of current members 

• Have a net gain of 10% in membership - under 40 

• Net gain of 10% in membership - Women 

• and it they want to aim higher they may attempt to induct Induct 15% new members. 

(for the citation with Distinction) 

Our Goals are very much along the lines of President Ian's Presidential Citation  

So let us all work together and work hard to find the right people, at the right age, so we 

can enrich our membership with new ideas, new energy and new potential.  

 

file:///C:/Users/DELL/Downloads/900en17-18_theme_citation_brochure (2).pdf


 

 

THREE Handovers and A Wedding!!!! 

DG Christina Covotsou-Patroclou has officially 
assumed her duties for the Rotary Year 2017-
18 after a handover ceremony in Limassol on 
Saturday July 1, which actually featured three 
handovers and... A wedding celebration!!!! 

Outgoing DG Saeed Bin Belaila (UAE) handed 

over to DG Christina and pinned her as DG in 
front of 225 Rotarian leaders and guests from 
Cyprus, Lebanon and Jordan.  
 

‘I am really touched and honoured by this turnout of Rotarians and 
friends, particularly for the almost 60 guests we have from the 
District to be here today for the District handover.’ Read more.... 

The event also included the handover of Deputy 

District Governor for Cyprus from Iacovos 
Constantinides (RC Nicosia Lefkothea) to Elena 
Tanou (RC Nicosia-Aspelia). 

The event hosted the handover of RC Sahel Metn, Lebanon, from 

outgoing President Samir to incoming President Dora Mouallem, who 
travelled to Cyprus for the occasion with a group of club members. 

All the guests offered their best wishes 

to President Jana Jabbour (RC Tripoli Cosmopolis) 
and Mohammad Mourad who held their wedding 
on a seafront pier in Limassol earlier the same day 
and then joined the DG’s handover event.  

...more photos here 
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District 2452 News 



 

 

  

Zone 19& 20B Coordinators Seminar - Thessaloniki, July 2017 

Zone 19 & 20B Coordinators Seminar successfully completed in Thessaloniki 

from 17 to 18 July with the participation of RID Corneliu Dinca, Coordinators, 

Assistant Coordinators and RI Staff. 

District 2452 News 
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Rotary Club of Sahel Metn joint Global Grant  - July 2017 

HEARTBEAT is an NGO whose mission is to treat children 
suffering from heart disease with funding coming from musi-
cal fundraising event. HEARTBEAT is a nonprofit organization in 
Hotel Dieu de France Hospital, Beirut. 

RC Sahel Metn has contributed generously in a Global Grant 
hosted by RC Beirut Cosmopolitan for the supply of Medical 
instruments : 2 Ventilators & 1 Holter Monitor. 

On Thursday, 6 July 2017, a Project Delivery Ceremony was 
held in Hotel Dieu for this occasion , in the presence of the 
Rotary Clubs who participated in the GG. We noticed the 
presence of Swiss Ambassador "Monika Schmutz Kirgöz" 
who gave a speech regarding this event. 

District 2452 was represented 

by PDGs, ARPIC Nijad Al Atassi 

and ARC Jamil Mouawad, and 

PDDGs, ARRFC Bisher Zureikat 

and Dincer Cagin and ARC The-

mis Themistocleous. 

Clockwise from the top 

https://heartbeat-lb.org/
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Rotary Club of Nicosia-Salamis helps the refugees in Cyprus 

Cyprus is hosting numerous refugees from Syria and other countries inflicted by war and the Rotary Club of 
Nicosia-Salamis, itself founded by refugees from Famagusta, saw the need for Arabic-speaking children to 
speedily learn the vernacular.  

The Rotary Club Nicosia-Salamis is funding sum-
mer classes at the center for asylum seeking 
families under a project initiated by its 2016-17 
President Dr Costas Savva and carried forward 
by the current President Demetra Nicolaou. 
Both were offered a chance to visit recently and 
this gave the opportunity for an extensive press 
report by local online news media, as can be 
seen here.  

District 2452 - Conferences and Seminars 

Click here for more  

 

Click here for more  

 

 

 

 

More info soon on the website or  

through your DDG 

http://cyprustimes.com/2017/07/23/scholio-stin-prosfygia-lyomena-eginan-taxis-ki-elpida-gia-ta-prosfygopoula-tis-kofinou-pics/
http://www.rotaryd2452.org/new/index.php/the-conference/about-the-presidential-conference
http://www.rotaryd2452.org/new/index.php/conference/district-conference
http://en-rotaryinstitutecluj.urest.org/
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DG Christina meets RI President in Belgrade 

Visit of President Ian Riseley in  
District 2483 - Monte Negro & Serbia  

On the invitation of the District Governor 
2483, Bane Ranjelovic, DG Christina 
followed the 3-day visit in Serbia of 
President Ian Riseley and his wife Juliet    

“It was very interesting to 
see another District in 
operation in our Zone and I 
was impressed  by the high standard of Rotary in D2483. The 
commitment, the work, the teamwork, the fellowship are 
admirable. There are many  committed young Rotarians in D2483 
and we even had the chance to witness President Ian pinning a 
new Rotarian in an E-club over the web”.  

In front of Emperor Constantine’s Palace in  Niş 

DG at Rotary Club de Beyrouth Handover, 17 July 2017 

On 17 July DG Christina and her husband PP Patroclos were present 
at the Handover ceremony of RC de Beyrouth. In the presence of 
160 Rotarians and friends, Toufic Aris handed over to Zouheir Bizri . 
RC Beyrouth (1931) is the oldest Club In District 2452. The handover 
of the 2 Rotaract clubs sponsored by RC Beyrouth, was included in 
the evening’s program and the DG pinned new Rotarians and 
Rotaractors. 

http://www.rotarybeyrouth.org/site/


 

 

DG Christina is the first woman Governor in our great District 2452. As you may see from her CV, she is 
also the first ever Interactor and Rotaractor to become District Governor! Two records in conjunction 
are hard to break!  

15/06/2016 

Κύπρια η πρώτη γυναίκα 
Κυβερνήτης της 

Περιφέρειας 2452... 

Leading Rotarian says Clubs 
have a lot to offer... 

01/07/2017 

 

 

 

 

 

A minute with Christina Covotsou-Patroclou 

2017-18, Rotary Governor for District 2452 which 

includes Cyprus and eight other Countries 

17/07/2017 

 

  

 DG Christina In the Media 
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http://www.rotaryd2452.org/new/index.php/district-governor/cv
http://in-cyprus.com/leading-rotarian-says-clubs-have-a-lot-to-offer/
http://cyprus-mail.com/2016/06/15/minute-christina-covotsou-patroclou-2017-18-rotary-governor-district-2452-includes-cyprus-eight-nations/
http://www.sigmalive.com/simerini/news/337013/koinonika-savvatou


 

 

The handover on 1st July 2017 in Limassol was a very special moment in 

my life. 

My club, Limassol-Berengaria Cosmopolitan, believed in me and 

submitted my nomination for Governorship back in November 2014 and 

for that I’m in deep appreciation to my fellow Berengarians. 

My dear husband Patroclos, my darling daughters Jenny and Nelly. I wish to start by thanking you, my family, 

for your patience all these years and for the support and understanding you are showing me now, with this 

important assignment. Rotary has been in my life for 40 years and has largely shaped it. 

I am really touched and honoured by this turnout of Rotarians and friends, particularly for the almost 60 

guests we have from the District here today, for the District handover. 

This has been a special night of fellowship and friendship, and I hope that our year together will reflect this 

happy feeling and that at the end of it we can all look back with a sense of achievement about how we have 

made a difference to the community we live in. 

It is through our personal bonds in our clubs that we gain our strength and our great ability to offer 

extraordinary service. To plan and produce the humanitarian projects we are so proud about. To affect our 

communities as no other organisation can. 

We have a full year ahead with many landmarks and District activities: 

 Globally first, our Polio eradication campaign ends in 2018 so our contributions towards that target are 

paramount  

 The school water filtration project in Lebanon is most successfully coming to an end too 

 The Children Cancer Diagnostic Centre project starts in Cyprus  

 Gift of Life is running strong in Jordan and Lebanon, and hopefully extending to Cyprus  

 And we have the backbone of our service, the individually inspired club projects. 

We have the rare and unique opportunity this year, to host a Presidential Peace Conference 

next February in Beirut, an occasion that will bring our District to the centre of the Rotary 

world.  

The Conference will give us the opportunity to honour our unjustly lost 

friends and great Rotarians of our District, particularly Usama 

Barghouthi and Mustafa Nasereddin who left us so early and with so 

much to offer. I know that they are smiling down on us right now from 

the heavens.  

February in Beirut, is an event definitely an event not to be missed.    

We have three District Seminars ahead of us, where we shall meet to exchange views and update our 

knowledge on information and new practices. We are holding a Rotary Foundation seminar in Cyprus in 

December 2017 and a Membership seminar in Jordan in January 2018.  I believe the highlight will be the 

Public Image Seminar to be held in Armenia on 14 October 2017.  

 

  

 DG’s address at the Handover 
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This is the first time a District event will be held in what we call the Armenia and Georgia Region.   

It will include my official visit to the region and offer in total a week-long cultural visit in both Armenia and 

Georgia to those Rotarians and families who wish to join me. Enthusiastic Rotarians in both countries are 

working very hard to organise this trip and welcome us all there.  

Back in Cyprus we are developing an interesting program to give you an exciting 

District Conference in Paphos in April 2018. Join us in the legendary birthplace of 

Aphrodite for an exchange of fellowship, a renewal of friendships and a 

celebration of our service and achievements together.  

Soon online registration to the Conference will be available on the new and revamped District website 

which in the course of the next couple of months will give each country and club the flexibility to build 

their own web identity under their own sub-website. 

Because we are such a geographically vast district, we need to find ways to learn about individual club and 

country activities and achievements. So we need to make use of the tools that are offered to us, such as 

the new District website and the traditional DG newsletter which endeavour a new approach to delivering 

news from the District and the Rotary world. Your contribution to the monthly editions is very important, 

so please do not neglect to send to the editorial team your news and photos. 

I wish to encourage clubs to seek the support of their Assistant Governors and the District Team in 

receiving assistance in the education of members, in the planning and implementation of programs, in the 

promotion of projects and club profiles. The sole purpose of this team of learned and dedicated Rotarians 

is the offer of support to club leaders to help clubs grow stronger in every aspect of their activities. I urge 

you to make use of this powerful “tool.” 

During the various PETS we reviewed and discussed the Goals of Rotary International and the Goals of the 

District. More or less they both come in the form of citations and their purpose is to help clubs set tangible 

targets and concentrate on those areas they feel they can achieve their set goals or improve their 

performance. 

As I said, at the end of this new Rotary year we will look back and review what we have done, how we have 

served our community and how we have made a difference.  

I would like to close by stating that, by definition, being the Governor is not all about him (or her in this 

case) but about service and support to the clubs. The clubs are what Rotary International is made of. And 

strong clubs are made of motivated Rotarians and, as President Ian Riseley said in his address to the 

International Assembly in San Diego, “the power of Rotary is its ability to work as a group, not as singular 

units of Rotarians.” 

So I invite you to build on the potential of this power and use it to MAKE A DIFFERENCE in doing good for 

our respective communities. 

I wish you all a successful Rotary Year. 

  

 ...DG’s address at the Handover 
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http://www.rotaryd2452.org/new/index.php/conference/district-conference
https://www.rghfhome.org/first100/global/regions/cyprus.htm
http://www.rotaryd2452.org/new/index.php/conference/district-conference


 

 

 

Governor’s Office Contact Details 

Tel: +357 25 875888 

Mobile: +357 99636250 

Fax: +357 25 875506, 25 875507 

Email: ChristinaDG2452@gmail.com 

Website: rotaryd2452.org  

We always publicize what information we have in hand.  

If you want your club activities to appear in the monthly Newsletter 

 please send us your article and max 4 pictures (Jpeg/PNG)  

newsletter1718@rotaryd2452.org  

 

PDDG Themis Themistocleous 
Chief Editor, Newsletter 2017-18 

 

 

http://www.rotaryd2452.org/new/

