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District 2452 Attracts 400 Rotarians from all across 

the world Lebanon hosts the  

Rotary Presidential Conference 2018 

Rotary President Ian Riseley select-
ed District 2452 and Lebanon to 
hold the "Water, Sanitation, and 
Hygiene Presidential Peacebuilding 
Conference" because of the im-
portance and huge impact of Rota-
ry Clubs of Lebanon Mega Project 
"Securing Clean Drinking Water in 
Lebanese Public Schools"; it was 
held from 16 to 18 February 2018 at 
the Phoenicia Hotel, in Beirut.  

Friday, February 16, 2018 was full of official visits in the morning and the opening ceremony and grand dinner in honor 
of RI President, Ian Riseley, & Chairman of the Board of Trustees of TRF, Paul A. Netzel in the evening. 

The first official visit was to His Excellency the President of the Lebanese Republic, General Michel Aoun who wel-
comed the Rotarians and shed the light on the importance of their work in the communities.  

The second official visit was to Lebanese Prime Minister His Excellency Saad Hariri, who was impressed with the 
achievements of the Rotary Clubs in the whole District and in Lebanon  

Rotary President Ian Riseley selected District 2452 and Lebanon to hold the "Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene 
Presidential Peacebuilding Conference" because of the importance and huge impact of Rotary Clubs of Lebanon 
Mega Project "Securing Clean Drinking Water in Lebanese Public Schools"; it was held from February the 16th till 
the 18th, 2018 at the Phoenicia Hotel, Beirut.  

Rotary International President Ian Riseley and Rotary Foundation Trustee Chair Paul Netzel arrived to Beirut on 
Thursday, February 15 where a group of Rotarians welcomed them in the VIP Hall at Beirut– Rafic Hariri 
International Airport. 
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...Rotary Presidential Conference 2018 -  Lebanon 

Last visit was to His Excellency Speaker of the Parliament of Lebanon Mr. Nabih Berri  

The opening ceremony was an immense success, for it hosted the President of the Lebanese Republic, Ministers, Dep-
uties, Governors, Presidents of the Rotary clubs, Members of the Conference’s Organizing Committees, in addition to 
a number of journalists and reporters and was broadcast live on National television and satellite. 

Assistant Governor Mona Kanaan welcomed the audience and de-
scribed the pride of the Lebanese Clubs and all of District 2452, for the 
conference is being held in Beirut.  

The Chairman of the Conference Organizing Committee Past District 
Governor Jamil Mouawad who called for the “adoption of sustainable, 
comprehensive, and long-term practices in water management to achieve 
the development goal” 

Governor of District 2452 Christina Covotsou-Patroclou, stressed that 
“water is essential for peace because it is a source of life and without it we 
cannot survive”.  

Rotary International President Ian Riseley highlighted the 
positive impact that water projects can have on school chil-
dren. “A project that puts clean water and sanitation in a 
school, for example, is going to advance not only water and 
sanitation, but also basic education and literacy, disease 
preservation, and child death”, he stressed. 
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...Rotary Presidential Conference 2018 -  Lebanon 

In a speech he delivered, the Former Secretary General of the Arab 
League, H.E. Dr. Amr Moussa, said that water is one of the major prob-
lems that we face nowadays as it constitutes a scarce resource, thus call-
ing for a “shared awareness in facing this problem”. 

Alfa chairman and CEO Marwan 
Hayek said that “the internet can be 
used to help avoid water pollution 
like using smart irrigation and smart 
farming technology”.  

President of the Lebanese Republic made a speech in which he thanked Rotary for its projects in Lebanon, mainly 
for “ensuring access to clean potable water for 
the students of Public Schools, a humanitarian 
project by excellence”. “Choosing Lebanon as a 
host country for this conference comes on the 
backdrop of the positive results that this project 
has achieved”, he added. The President also 
shed light on the pressure borne by Lebanon at 
the economic, social, and humanitarian levels 
due to the huge influx of displaced Syrians and 
refugees into Lebanon, saying the impact of 
displacement has become excruciating. Aoun 
underlined the need for a solution in this re-
gard, and reiterated that it has become urgent 
to find an efficient and appropriate solution.  

Saturday, February 17, 2018 the conference sessions started early, and the spe-
cial thing about them is that they aimed to spread awareness about water 
among governments and individuals, highlighting the significance of water as a 
highly important resource, and providing advice about water, health, hygiene 
and all their relevant issues.  
Past District Governor Jamil Mouawad, Conference Chairman, welcomed the 
participants and said, “While preparing for this conference, we had many goals 
to achieve. But mainly we had success in our minds and in front of our eyes, espe-
cially through having intensive sessions and discussions in order to reach practical 
and professional resolutions. It's the time for Rotarians to take action. Every one 
of you here will be taking a bunch of new information and resolution to start 
changing the behavior of your families and communities.” 
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...Rotary Presidential Conference 2018 -  Lebanon 

District 2452 Governor Christina Covotsou-Patroclou, welcomed everyone and wished 
that they will be taking the sessions’ resolutions to their countries and practice upon 
them so we can save our world. 

Rotary International President Ian Riseley explained the 
goal of having Presidential Conferences each year and the 
topics that these conferences help in tackling. 
Questions such as climate change, global warming, and 
the impact of the economic development, the displace-
ment and the geopolitical issues on water in the Middle 
East will be raised during the sessions.  

The conference hosted a number of speakers, including the Minister of Telecommunications Jamal El Jarrah, the Min-
ister of Health Ghassan Hasbani, among many other ministers and lawmakers.  
It also included workshop about the importance of hygiene and health in the Lebanese Public Schools, so as to 
spread awareness among them and help them provide clean water for their students and guarantee the sustainabil-
ity of their water filtration systems. 

First panel was entitled, “Water Scarcity and Peace in the Middle East”, Dr. Fadi Co-
mair, Director General of Hydraulic and Electrical Resources in the Ministry of Energy 
and Water of Lebanon; talked about the Geopolitics of the Arab world: Hydro-
diplomacy and nexus; where he tackled the pressures that the Arab world was facing, 
especially: the Political and military conflicts generating mass population transfer, the 
displaced communities (one and a half million Syrian refugees in Lebanon and two 
millions Syrian refugees in Jordan), and the growing demand on water and the unsus-
tainable management of this sector. Dr. Comair, proposed the solutions to the situa-
tion, like: the establishment of a high authority for water, energy and food in the Arab 
world, to identify all the needs of the Arab countries, and to develop a general guide-
line and a comprehensive road map that should be adopted by Arab governments at 
very high level to face all risks and rush to solve the problems of water, energy and food in the Arab world, while rely-
ing on the concept of integrated management  to maintain social security for future generations. 

Then, Dr. Costas N. Papanicolas, CEO of the Cyprus Research and Educa-
tional Foundation Professor; Founding President of the Cyprus Institute – 
Cyprus talked about Climate Change, Water Resources & adaptation. He 
showed figures and numbers that described the unfortunate fact that the 
Mediterranean is faster heating than the average of the whole planet. It is 
also witnessing significant decrease in average rainfall in the last century. 
Hence, areas with opposite trends in rainfall and temperature are those 
that are expected to be more affected by climate change. 
He explained that implementing solar plants an easy to understand and to 
execute, stressing that it is highly important to work on these plants, in 

Professor Michael Scoullos was next to talk about “Water Scarci-

ty, Global Warming and Effect on Economic Development”, 

where he explained that “Peace is not only the absence of war 

but a condition where sustainable development could take place 

and security prevails in the entire water-energy-food-ecosystem 

nexus and the concept of nexus facilitates the proper under-

standing of interrelationships of water and water scarcity with 

other sectors and activities important for the economy”. Profes-

sor Scoullos explained that securing economic development by 

reducing vulnerability of natural resources is highly needed and 

by enhancing rational use of water and natural resources and by 

promoting sustainable modes of production and consumption by 

employing comprehensive and in depth Awareness Raising Campaigns and Education for Sustainable Development. 



 

  

District Newsletter Page 6 Issue 10 – Special Edition 

   

District News   

...Rotary Presidential Conference 2018 -  Lebanon 

Panel one ended with Dr. Waleed Khalil Al-Zubari, Professor of Water Re-
sources Management - Arabian Gulf University Manama in Bahrain. Dr. Al-
Zubari explained that water scarcity in the Middle East has two important 
drivers: Rapid Population growth rates: increasing demands and competi-
tions on natural resources (water, food, and energy, ...) and Climate 
Change) temperature increase, sea level rise, and extreme event 
(droughts and floods), and the decrease of water availability (increase of 

water-stressed people). 
Professor Al-Zubari proposed a series of solutions, mainly: 
At the national level: build resilient and effective water management sys-
tem, with characteristics  
Of good governance (TAP), Strong and effective institutional and legislative frameworks, enhance water efficiency 
(supply, use, recycle, reuse), protect water resources from pollution and degradation, and the institutional and indi-
vidual capacity development in various water related fields; invest in R&D in water technologies 
At the regional level; Arab countries cooperation on shared water resources, and political solidarity and scientific and 
technical cooperation for achieving Arab historical water rights with non-Arab neighboring countries and under occu-

pation. 

Panel two undertook the Displacement and Impact of Water Quality on Health, Food Safety and 
Economic Growth subjects.  
Dr. Dureid Mahasneh, CEO - Gargour Shipping Co. in Jordan, talked about the Impact of Dis-
placement and Geopolitics on Water in the Middle East and Jordan specifically. He explained 
that the Syrian refugee crises created real emergency conditions especially in Northern Jordan 
in which over half of the Syrian refugees are located in this area; and that the total Syrian influx 
is about 1.30 million, out of which about 0.65 million are registered refugees (UNHCR figures of 
2014). He also explained that the increase in demand from the ongoing Syrian refugee popula-
tion has impacted the amount and frequency of water available for Jordanians. 

His Excellency Minister Jamal Al Jar-
rah, Minister of Telecommunications 
in Lebanon talked about pollution of 
the Litani River, the implications and 
resolutions. Where he talked about 
the effects of this issue and the solu-
tions. 

The quality of water and its effect on food safety was tackled by Mr. Michel 
Bayoud, founder and CEO of “Boecker World Holding” in Lebanon; where he 
explained that what you cannot taste can hurt you and that water can be a 
potential source of microbiological and chemical hazards. Micro‐organisms 
that cause food poisoning can survive for days or even months in water. 

Dr. Michael Woodman, Senior Public Health Officer at UNHCR, Lebanon 

talked about the Forcibly Displaced Populations- Health Impact of Water, 

Sanitation and Hygiene Conditions. The challenges and opportunities that Dr. 

Woodman presented are very realistic and reasonable, and they are as fol-

lows: 

•Massive needs and limited resources but, even though underfunded, un-

precedented resources have been received 

•Water as a source of tension and so an opportunity for peace 

•Cost inefficiency especially long term water trucking & desludging 

•Deepening poverty of refugees (75% below poverty line) 

•Opportunities to strengthen public private partnerships and exploring innovative approaches 

•Investment in water and sanitation infrastructure benefits all in Lebanon; long term impact beyond refugee crisis & 

economic benefits 
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Panel three was about “Water Education and 
Awareness for Community Development and 
Peace”, where HE Mr. Ghassan Hasbani, Minis-
ter of Health in Lebanon talked about Peace and 
Security by Implementing Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals “SDG” 

Mrs. Diana Hammoud, CEO – Chairman - Hammoud Hospital University 
Medical Center in Lebanon talked about the hospital’s handwashing 
campaign and its impact on community health. 

Then, Doctor Ron Denham, Past President of Water and Sanitation Rotary Action 
Group “WASRAG” from Canada, talked about the importance of WASH in Schools and 
that this program supports those goals by: ensuring a sustainable supply of safe water, 
providing safe, secure toilets and latrines, especially for girls, promoting handwashing 
with soap and water, empowering the community and school to take “ownership”. 
Dr. Denham, concluded that the provision of safe water, sanitation and hygiene has 

profound direct and indirect benefits to the children, especially girls, and their families, 

but the real impact on peacebuilding results from the community working together 

across social, gender and cultural boundaries. 

Mr. Samir Lakhani, Founder of Eco Soap Bank, United States 

of America explained that Eco-Soap Bank is a humanitarian 

and environmental non-profit organization working to save, 

sanitize, and supply recycled hotel soap for the developing 

world.  

“Our work has three objectives: Contribute a highly cost-

effective hygiene product to improve health, significantly 

reduce the waste generated by the hotel industry, and pro-

vide livelihoods and free education to disadvantaged wom-

en with no other reliable source of income. 

Peace Education for Youth, Ms. Patricia 

Shafer the Rotary Peace Fellow from 

United States of America who explained 

that they have added problem-solving 

and sustainability through Pivot Academy 

training and self-managed projects for 

secondary schools (including water) 
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Then, during lunch Dr. Khatter Abou 
Habib, the chairman of the board of 
Directors of Kafalat presented the 
role of the public private partner-
ship (ppp) in solving water problems 
and encouraging the social and civil 
initiatives to work on such vital pro-
jects. 

  

District News   

...Rotary Presidential Conference 2018 -  Lebanon 

Panel five was entitled “WASH”: International and Regional Role in Promoting Peace,  
Clean Water in Lebanese Public Schools was what the Minister of Education and Higher Educa-
tion in Lebanon presented to the participants through the representative Mrs. Sonia Najem. 
Mrs. Najem explained the role that the Ministry is playing especially in training the teachers 
and head of administration on how to make sure that the students are living in a healthy envi-
ronment. 

Then, Ms. Erica Gwynn, Water and Sani-
tation Area of Focus Manager for Rotary 
International, presented the 
“Monitoring, Evaluation and Sustainabil-
ity” phase of  
“WASH” program in schools and its im-
portance.  
Ms. Gwynn, explained the challenges 
and opportunities that we have and the 
obstacles that can affect many other factors.  

Afterwards, Professor Zahida Darwiche Jabbour the Secretary General of 
the Lebanese National Commission for UNESCO presented an important 
issue which is “Partnership and Collaboration among community sectors 
to achieve "WASH"; since the collaboration issue is highly important and 
essential nowadays.  
Professor Jabbour explained how cooperation can build more effective 
programs with higher results.  
 

Legislative Support for the Implementation of “SDG”, was 
the title of Member of the Lebanese Parliament Mr. Joseph 
Maalouf, who explained the importance of having such a 
program and the legistlative aspect of it. 
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Water Stewardship was presented by Mr. Assaad Saadeh, 
Regional Water Resources Manager of Nestle Waters who 
defined what is water stewardship with:  
The use of water that is socially equitable, environmentally 
sustainable and economically beneficial, achieved through a 
stakeholder process that involves site and catchment-based 
actions.  
Good water stewards:  
•Understand their own water use- catchment context; 
•Share risk in terms of water governance, water balance, 
water quality and important water-related areas;  
•Engage in meaningful individual and collective actions that 

benefit people and nature. 

Testimonials were presented by School Principal Mr. Hatem Al Hakim and Student Thomas Douaihy, who told us 
their story and experience with water and hygiene and what did Rotary do for the sake of receiving clean water. 

At last Panel six was about “Creating a Water Culture” and it 
started with the topic Youth in Action to Create Water Culture 
by Joyce Menassa, Dean of Students at Notre Dame University 
– Louaize, Lebanon who presented the The “No Waste” Cam-
pus Initiative, which is Initiated and implemented under the 
patronage of NDU President Father Pierre Najem. This initia-
tive is divided into many phases, but the end result would be 
to help in : 
• Managing conflict through the adoption of a new electoral 

law for student representation. 
• Overcoming economic hurdles through provision of new 

Financial Aid schemes    
• Providing complementary tutoring services. 
• Implementing Environmental activities. 
• Providing health and counselling services. 
• Promoting diversity, respect for human dignity and rights, and concern for the common good. 
• Adopting the new Student Code of Conduct. 

Our fellow Rotarian Andre Marti the CEO of Marti PROJEKTE from Switzer-
land talked about being a Water Entrepreneur and Investing in People the 
thing that leads to Economic Growth.  
Mr. Marti said: “In many contries people don’t even know how much water 
they have. They are wasting water from fossile aquifers, a not renewable 
source, coming to an end in a very few years. Much of the existing water 
can’t even been drunk. Plastic bottles have to be used and plastic bottles in-
creas the waste crisis. The water needs to be managed better.” 
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“Develop a Global Partnership for Sustainable Development” was a topic 
that our Rotarian Friend and Cofounder of “A Vision for Clean Water” from 
the USA Eileen Heasley discussed and elaborated in this session. She talked 
about the importance of having a clear vision with goals to make people 
aware and alert about the crucial condition of water.  

Rotary Success Story was about the project in Lebanon “Securing Clean Water in 
Public Schools”, where Past President Nazih Ghattas, Water and Sanitation 
Country Chairperson presented the details of the project.  
He explained the methodology of the project and the results emerged it:  
800 Water Filtration systems installed 

600 with Global Grant 

45 more are now in the pipeline 

$2.3 million spent 

250,000 Lebanese students & 

180,000 refugees: access to clean water 

107 Sustainability revision: decrease in supplied 

water quality & systems damage 

Past District Governor Farid Gebran thanked everyone for attending and 
presented the Call to Action Plan and resolutions. 
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RI president says planting trees shows long-term commitment  
to the community  

Ian H.S. Riseley issued a challenge last year. He wanted Rotarians to plant 1.2 million trees – one for 

every Rotarian in the world – between 1 July 2017, when he took office as president of Rotary Interna-
tional, and Earth Day, 22 April 2018. Clubs around the world have embraced that challenge, and in his 
travels this year, Riseley himself has often been asked to pick up a shovel. 
  
Q: Why tree-planting? 
 
A: Environmental issues have not featured highly on the radar of Rotary International in a corporate 
sense since 1990-91, when President Paulo Costa’s Preserve Planet Earth program inspired thousands of 
clubs to carry out environmental projects. I was keen to give Rotarians an incentive – and the opportuni-
ty – to show their concern for the environment. It’s important to me and it’s important to many other 
people.  
Why trees? Because anyone can do it, just about. If you can’t plant one yourself, you can still support 
tree-planting somewhere that needs it. From everything I’ve heard, people inside and outside Rotary 
have embraced this idea. 
 
Q: Why do you think this idea has inspired such enthusiasm? 
 
A: There’s something about planting a tree that speaks to people in a very primal way. It shows a long-
term commitment to the community. Rotary does many wonderful community projects: We build play-
grounds and clean up rubbish and many other things. But somehow, planting a tree captures the imagi-
nation.  
I’ve seen many examples of communities getting involved. The government of Romania heard about 
the initiative and said, ‘We want to plant trees too, but we don’t have the personnel to plant them.’ The 
government offered to donate trees that Rotarians would plant all over the country. So Rotarians are 
planting a million trees there. 
 
Q: How do trees fit into Rotary’s areas of focus? 
 
A: In some way, planting trees speaks to all of the areas of focus. Research has shown that trees are 
good for economic and community development – they increase property values. Planting a tree pro-
motes peace simply by giving people a place to sit in the shade and contemplate the world. Trees are 
good for disease prevention and treatment, because the world is a healthier place with more trees to 
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produce oxygen and absorb carbon dioxide. You can make a case for trees relating to all our areas of 
focus.  

There are parts of the world where deforestation has caused significant damage. It’s not within the baili-
wick of Rotary to redress that; we just don’t have the capacity. But we’d like to demonstrate the im-
portance of having trees in our communities and the difference that they make to us.  

Q: The imagery of your presidential tie is the golden wattle, Australia’s national flower. Have you always 
been interested in plants? 

A: I’ve been interested in growing native Australian plants since before I was a teenager. My father was 
keen on propagating plants. When my wife, Juliet, and I bought our first house, I wanted to create a gar-
den that mirrored what used to occur naturally in the 
area, with plants that are indigenous to that particular 
part of Australia. When I was thinking about my presi-
dential tie, it was a no-brainer to incorporate the gold-
en wattle. It’s very colorful. I know some Rotary presi-
dential theme ties have been relatively sedate, and I 
wanted mine to be slightly out there.  

Q: You’ve participated in many tree plantings this year. 
What have been some more memorable ones? 

A: In Iceland, we planted a tree in the Friendship For-
est, Vinaskógur, where visiting dignitaries and heads of 
state have planted trees. Queen Elizabeth II planted a 
tree there. I’d just note that Rotary’s tree is planted just 
a little bit higher up the slope than hers.  
An organization Rotary works with in South America 
wanted to plant a tree in Antofagasta, Chile, on the 
edge of the Atacama desert. I asked if it was practical 
to plant a tree in the desert. They showed me how they 
had set up a system to take water from the roof of 
their building when it rains. The tree can survive and 
thrive if they do it right.  
In Northern California, a massive 100-year-old oak tree 
had come down, and Rotarians wanted to plant some-
thing in its place. The tree we planted is a small thing 
now, of course, just a meter high. People there were talking about the role that trees will have in the 
restoration of the area where they had the wildfires last year. A forester I spoke to told me that planting 
trees helps to stabilize the soil so it doesn’t wash away when it rains. It was a strong reminder of the 
many benefits of trees – not just converting carbon dioxide to oxygen, but also halting erosion, provid-
ing habitat for animals, and so many other things.  
I’ve helped plant trees in Sardinia, in Latvia, in Australia. Everywhere I go, I get my hands dirty. 
 
Q: Your tree challenge officially ends on Earth Day, on the 22nd of this month. Do you hope that clubs 
will keep on planting trees? 
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Rotary International President Ian H. S. Riseley and his wife 
PDG Juliet  in Cyprus 19 February 2018 

Rotary International President Ian Risely and his wife Juliet 

visited Cyprus and together with DG Christina Covotsou-

Patroclou made a symbolic Tree Planting on the Green Line 

marking the friendship of Greek and Turkish Cypriot Rotarians 

in Cyprus on Green Monday 19/02/2018.  

All Rotary and Rotaract Clubs of Cyprus were present including 

young children, flying kites and showing a spirit of true coop-

eration between all communi-

ties. 
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...Rotary International President’s Ian H. S. Riseley Symbolic Tree Planting on the Green Line 
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...President’s Ian’s Tree Planting Challenge Shade for Kids 

Rotary Club of Nicosia Ledra, Andreas Charalambides, Club President 2017-2018 

On the 25th February 2018, like all Rotary Clubs World-
wide,the Rotary Club Nicosia-Ledra organized a tree plant-
ing ceremony. 
We did not have a problem in finding a planting site as, 23 
years ago, we planted a piece of empty land in the middle 
of a small neighborhood at the outskirts of Nicosia. We got in touch with the local authority concerned who were delighted 
to help us "refresh" our 1995 project which had by now become a  little forest. Some of the trees however died and there 
were empty spaces in between. 
At exactly 11.00 am on Sunday we were all there, with our trees and planting equipment.Some people from the neighboring 
villas joined us, expressing to us their gratitude for the nice environment we created for them and their children. 
The person in charge from the local authority joined our team and several trees , mainly carob trees and cypress trees, were 
planted in an atmosphere full of joy and enthusiasm. We then had a snack and a drink together under the shade of the trees 
we had planted 23 years ago. 
Finally, we promised to the neighbors to improve further the place by transforming it into a pic-nic place and a meeting point 
for people who need to rest and have some fun. This may be one of our next year's projects. 
You can find below photos of the above event, as well as a photo taken 23 years ago. 

Rotary Club of Amman Citadel, Ghazi Al Dabbas , Club President 2017-2018 

Rotary Amman citadel celebrated the 113 birthday for rotary 
international and guided by “President Ian’s tree planting 
challenge”. We contacted the ministry of agricul-
ture in jordan and we received a donation of 60 tree. We 
contacted our RCC located in al Karak Governorate, south of 
jordan,  and jointly visited queen Noor High public school for 
girls. We agreed to plant all 60 trees at school yard. On the 
23rd February 7 club members, 4 rotaractors and 

2 guest went to school and we planted the trees along with 
10 girls students and 3 teachers. At the end of the project 
giveaways were distributed to student as thankful gesture 
from RC Amman citadel since they helped us planting the 
trees.  
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...President’s Ian’s Tree Planting Challenge Shade for Kids 

Rotary Club of Nicosia Salamis / Demetra Nicolaou, Club President 2017-2018 

The Rotary Club of Nicosia-Salamis, with its concern over both Environmental and Youth issues, has responded with 
pleasure to the Challenge of RI President, Ian Risely, One Rotarian One Tree!!! 

The 23 club members planted 23 cypress trees on the Sunday morning of the 25th February 2018, in the Park behind the 
Statue of Liberty in Nicosia, the capital of Cyprus. Nearly 700  New trees were planted that same morning in various 
parts of Cyprus, out of  the 1.200.000 trees world wide, thus  “Making the Difference” on the Planet Earth. 

This special event was done in close cooperation with the Municipality and in the presence of the Mayor Mr Constandi-
nos Yiorkatzis as well as Mr Kyriakos Tsimilis, Council member.  

The president of the club Mrs Demetra Nicolaou, in her speech, thanked them both for honoring the Tree planting cer-
emony, despite their tight schedules. The president also  thanked all members of the club who worked so hard in or-
ganising the Tree planting event, plus all Rotarians and friends who were present with their families and who made 
this Challenge a reality. 

The event was publicly promoted and a broad  TV coverage was in the evening main news program  of ANT1 channel, in 
Greek, follow the Link:   

http://www.ant1iwo.com/news/cyprus/article/295234/dedrofuteusi-sto-horo-tou-agalmatos-tis-eleutherias-/ 

Hundreds of photos were also  taken and uploaded in the social media. The event concluded with a reception / 
buffet.!!! 

Rotary Club of Larnaca Kition, Andreas Matsangos, Club President 2017-2018 

Park of "Equal Opportunities" , Larnaca 

http://www.ant1iwo.com/news/cyprus/article/295234/dedrofuteusi-sto-horo-tou-agalmatos-tis-eleutherias-/
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In celebration of the 113th 
anniversary for Rotary In-
ternational, the Rotary Club 
of Amman Ammon held a 
Rotary Day where mem-
bers, families, and friends 
planted 100 trees to pro-
vide shade for kids at Al 
Nuzha Prep School for Boys 
as part of Rotary Interna-
tional President Ian Risely’s 
tree planting challenge. The 
Tree Planting communi-

ty project was attended by the Director of UNRWA operations in Jordan , Mr Roger 
Davies and Chief Area Officer for North Amman Mr Walid Al-Hijjawi along with School 
principle Mr Wisam Karajeh and 50 students. These students are Palestinian refugees 
who were very pleased to be part of this project which not only raised awareness 
about the importance of having a safe and green environment but also the im-
portance of working together in teams to develop their community starting from 
their small school circle with hopes of a brighter future. 

Rotary Club of Amman Ammon, Jane Manneh, Club President 2017-2018 

...President’s Ian’s Tree Planting Challenge Shade for Kids 

As our Club is located in Kyrenia, we made visits to 
Alsancak Municipality and shared our project with 
the Mayor, Fırat Ataser. It turned out there is al-
ready a Recreating Centre project which includes 
biking and walking roads, a cafeteria, a play ground 
for children and many other activity areas in Al-
sancak Municipality National Park. Even though this 
area is a forest area, some of the trees were affect-
ed by disease and also there has been an excavation 
by the Committee of Missing Persons so that some 
of the trees were cut down for this purpose.  

Alsancak Municipality allocated 6 acres area for our Plant-
ing project. We planted various plants and trees, 400 in 
total. The Mayor of Alsancak Municipality, several press 
members and almost all of our Club members were at-
tended to our planting event. Our project obtained a 
great media coverage and took place in many different 
local newspapers.  

Rotary Club of Kyrenia Cosmopolitan, Gultac Ozsan , Club President 2017-2018 
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Tree Planting at National Forest Park, Limassol 

...President’s Ian’s Tree Planting Challenge Shade for Kids 

Rotary Club of Larnaca / George Loizou, Club President 2017-2018 

The Rotary Club of Larnaca did its 
bit to fulfill Rotary’s “Trees for 
Shade” campaign designed to 
provide greenery and shade for 
schoolchil-
dren across 
the island. In 
February, the 
club visited 
Sotiros Prima-
ry and Vergi-
na Lyceum, 
where its 
members 
planted doz-
ens of trees in 

the schools’ courtyards and playgrounds. Both the schools’ managements expressed their 
gratitude and promised to water and take care of the young trees. 

Rotary Club of Tbilisi International / Levon  Barikyan , Club President 2017-2018 
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...President’s Ian’s Tree Planting Challenge Shade for Kids 

Rotary Club of Nicosia Sarayonou/ Erten Necat, Club President 2017-2018 

Rotary Club of Kyrenia Liman / Halil Ergin, Club President 2017-2018 

Rotary Club of Kyrenia St Hilarion/ Emir Husein Kaynak , Club President 2017-2018 

The Rotary Clubs of Nicosia Sarayonou, Kyrenia Liman and Kyrenia St Hilarion 

had a joint activity of tree planting, according to the RI President’s motto 

“One tree for each Rotarian”. They planted a tree for each Rotarian at the 
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...President’s Ian’s Tree Planting Challenge Shade for Kids 

Rotary Club of Nicosia / Nada Panayiotou, Club President 2017-2018 

Rotary Club of Nicosia Aspelia / Chris Ellinas, Club President 2017-2018 

Rotaract Clubs of Nicosia and Aspelia 

The Rotary Clubs of Nicosia, Nicosia Aspeia 

and the Rotaractors planted 90 tress at Platy 

Aglantzia.  
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...President’s Ian’s Tree Planting Challenge Shade for Kids 

Rotary Club of Beirut Cedars / Rima Khalaf, Club President 2017-2018 

Rotary Club of Beirut Cedars, Lebanon, Club no. 83022, District 2452; donated $300 to Jouzour Loubnan to plant 20 Cedar trees 
in an area that will be specified in September, the month of planting these trees to ensure their survival, the trees will be 
tagged with the name of "Rotary Club Beirut Cedars"; Jouzour Loubnan will take care of those trees as they do with the 
300.000 trees they already planted to increase the woodland area in Lebanon.  

Rotary Club of Nicosia Lefkothea / Petros Stylianou, Club President 2017-2018 

Meeting RI President Ian Risely’s challenge to 

plant 1,2 mil trees globally, one for every Ro-

tarian. Tree planting by the Rotary Club Nico-

sia Lefkothea at the Junior School in Nicosia. 
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...President’s Ian’s Tree Planting Challenge Shade for Kids 

Rotary Club of Paphos Aphrodite / Panicos Georgiades, Club President 2017-2018 

The members of Paphos Aphrodite chose the Maria Liasidou Foundation for 
adults with Special Needs to benefit from our tree planting. The Centre has a 
large courtyard with little shade and we hope that the two mulberry trees we 
planted will provide this. We also planted a few smaller shrubs and plants in the front garden. As you can see we had many 
willing helpers from the Centre who have promised to keep the trees watered during the hot summer months. We all enjoyed 
our visit and especially the warm welcome we received. Thanks to incoming President George Kafizas who organised the 
event with the staff. 

Rotary Club of Beirut Metropolitan, Wajih Bou Habib Club President 2017-2018 

Rotary Club of Chouf, Bahij Abi Ghanem Club President 2017-2018 

As per RI President’s challenge of Tree Plantation and as per the request of DG Christina 

Covotsou-Patroclou, the Rotary Club of Beirut Metropolitan planted 1000 trees in Kfarna 

This project “the Liban Vert” was made in collaboration with RC Chouf. 
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...President’s Ian’s Tree Planting Challenge Shade for Kids 

Rotary Club of Amman Capital / Saad Qashu , Club President 2017-2018 

Rotary Club of Amman West, Maha Qubain Club President 2017-2018 

Capital members, families and friends, and the local community today and now at 

Sweimeh School planted hundreds of trees in respond to RI President to support 

environment and provide shade for our children at the Rotary anniversary of 113 

years raising the challenge of planting 1.2 million trees with representatives from 

Ministry of Education and Ministry of Agriculture, a fully irrigated garden of more 

than 300 sqm.  

In celebration of the 113th anniversary for Rotary Interna-

tional, the Rotary Club of Amman West held a Rotary Day 

Project on Feb 24 where members and families planted 

trees to provide shade at Karama Garden in Amman as 

part of Rotary International President Ian Riseley’s tree 

planting challenge 
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...President’s Ian’s Tree Planting Challenge ‘Shade for Kids’ 

Rotary Club of Limassol / Socratis Socratous, Club President 2017-2018 

Rotary Club of Famagusta / George Severis, Club President 2017-2018 

Rotary Club of Limassol-Kourion / Marios Christofides, Club President 2017-2018 

Rotary Club of Limassol-Berengaria Cosmopolitan/Antonis Mikellides,  

Club President 2017-2018 

Planting trees with 4 clubs based in Limassol. 130 fresh trees in a developing public park in the out-

skirts of Limassol, Worked to meet President Ian Riseley’s tree planting challenge. 
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Governor’s Office Contact Details 

Tel: +357 25 875888 

Mobile: +357 99636250 

Fax: +357 25 875506, 25 875507 

Email: ChristinaDG2452@gmail.com 

Website: rotaryd2452.org 

Dear District 2452 Clubs, 

If you would like your club activities to appear in the monthly Newsletter please send 

us your brief article and max 4 pictures (Jpeg/Png) newsletter1718@rotaryd2452.org 

We would like you to note that: 

 We always publicize what information we have in hand.  

 We trust that what we receive is correct and fair to all concerned.  

 We request that projects which involve more than one club are a joint article 

agreed by all clubs involved and submitted by the leading club. 

 

PDDG Themis Themistocleous 
Chief Editor 2017-18 


