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Fellow Rotarians,

The second month of our Rotary year has just started. In 
reality, one twelfth of our year has elapsed. I hope your 
commitments to be a gift to the world are going to as 
planned. While writing this message, I am strongly reminded 
with what Rotary International President K.R. "Ravi" Ravindran 
told us in January during the International Assembly in San 
Diego; "You have one year to take that potential and turn it 
into reality. One year to lead the clubs in your district and 
transform the lives of others. The time is so short, yet there is 
so much to be done."

At time of writing, Ghada and I are busy preparing our club 
visits. We're looking forward to learn about the great achieve-
ments of all our clubs and to facilitate the sharing of knowl-
edge across the District.

I look forward to discuss issues such as Membership, plans to develop future club leaders, how can we better share our 
learnings across the district, and certainly how clubs see the support coming from Assistant Governors and District 
Committees.

Looking to the achievements against our plan year-to date, I am certainly pleased to see a lot is happening; Our District 
First Polio Seminar is taking place on 4th – 6th of September, 2015 to celebrate Rotary's 30th Anniversary of Polio Plus in 
Beirut, Lebanon with the presence of RI President Elect 2016-2017, John Germ and his wife Judith. Our District Member-
ship Committee has announced the �rst of District Membership Seminars taking place in Beirut, Lebanon on 13th of 
September, 2015. Rotarians in Bahrain are working hard to organize the �rst country Rotary Youth Leadership Awards 
(RYLA) to take place in Manama on 19th-21st November. 

During my preparations for the year, I agreed with District Governor Adel Hafez of District 2451 to organize together at 
least two Rotary functions. I am pleased to say that Rotary Foundation Committees in both Districts are now working on 
�rst Joint Rotary Foundation Seminar to take place on 26th-28th November, 2015 in Sharm Al Sheikh, Egypt.

Many of our clubs started early and actively to work on promoting and processing grant applications. The �rst global 
grant this year was awarded to the Rotary Club of Ramallah, Palestine for funding to provide medical support and 
teacher training at a school for the deaf in Hebron City, Palestine, submitted jointly with RC Bekkelaget, Norway 
(D-2310). This is the �rst to go, but I am sure we shall witness more e�orts focusing on increasing humanitarian service.

Dear friends,
To achieve our goals we must inspire club members to register in My Rotary. Many will be reluctant but our �rst time 
experience in all countries of our District organizing technology labs to train Rotarians on how to bene�t from “My 
Rotary and Club Central” proved to be excellent tool to make people believe on how easy it is. By doing so, it is easier to 
encourage Clubs to post all their club goals on club central and certainly boost club members to bene�t from Rotary 
Learning Center.

I wish you all the best for you to meet the challenge of being a Gift to the World.

Yours in service,
Mustafa Nasereddine
District Governor
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K.R. "RAVI" RAVINDRAN

PRESIDENT 2015-16

In the 1930s, Ole Kirk Christiansen, a Danish carpenter, had a wooden sign 
hanging on his wall that read, Det bedste er ikke for godt: "Only the best is 
good enough." Today, Christiansen is remembered as the inventor of 
Lego, the colorful plastic bricks beloved by children around the world. But 
in the early days of the Lego company, its signature product was a 
wooden duck – one built to the highest standards, out of aged beech, with 
three coats of clear varnish. Lego's company history tells how Christiansen 
used his ducks to teach a lesson in quality to his son, Godtfred Kirk:

“One evening, when I came into the o�ce, I said to my father: "It's been a 
good day today, Dad. We've earned a little more." "Oh," said Dad, "what do 
you mean?" "Well, I've just been to the station with two boxes of our toy 
ducks for the Danish Co op. Normally they get three coats of varnish, but 
since it's for the Co-op, I only gave them two. So I saved the business a bit 
of money." He looked at me in dismay. "Godtfred, fetch those boxes back. 
Unpack them and give the ducks another coat of varnish. You're not going 
to bed until the work's done – and you'll do it all on your own." There was 
no arguing with Dad. And it was a lesson for me about what quality 
meant.”

Today, Lego's quality standards are legendary, and its products are the most popular toys in the world: Lego 
pieces outnumber humans 86 to 1.

We all recognize that this success stems directly from Lego's business practices – its insistence on quality, e�cien-
cy, and innovation. I compare this with our e�orts in governance and accountability in Rotary, and realize that 
sometimes we fall short of the standards expected.

The leaders at the Rotary International, zone, district, and club levels have to maintain the highest standards in 
governance. The RI president and directors must serve the membership in a meaningful manner; zone leaders 
must deliver on the investment Rotary makes in them; district leaders must provide dynamic leadership in the 
district and focus on transparency in accounting and timely reporting of �nancials; and club leaders must adhere 
to proper reporting functions and get their clubs onto Rotary Club Central.

Just as Christiansen refused to consider sending a lesser product to any of his clients, so should we refuse to 
consider giving a lesser e�ort to any of our work. We must always demand the best of ourselves – in our profes-
sional lives, and especially in our Rotary work.

For in Rotary, what is our product? It is not wooden ducks or plastic bricks. It is education, water, health, and 
peace. It is hope, and it is life itself. For this work, only our best is good enough. I ask you all to remember this – 
and to do your very best to Be a Gift to the World.
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 District News

Armenian Rotary Clubs direct almost 100% of their e�orts and 
resources to reduce poverty in the rural parts of the Republic. The 
clubs support schools and school children, ensure better 
infrastructure within educational and pre-school establishments, 
support poor families, etc. 

The Rotaract Club of Yerevan is not an exception. All their e�orts are 
to provide better and happier childhood to children coming from 
needy families.

One of the last endeavors by the club was organization of a civic 
action to collect clothing for three families living in extreme poverty. 
They issued an appeal inviting citizens to donate clothing (child and 
adult). Proudly, many responded and contributed. 

The Rotaract Club of Yerevan worked with a charitable foundation 
(Fund for Armenian Relief) to identify the families they wanted to help. 
The lists of families provided by the Fund had been reviewed, families 
assessed and selected by Rotaractors. The selection was tough but the 
Rotaractor’s decision was to support families with three and more 
children. After long debates, they ended up with a list of three families 
living up to 70km outside the capital of Yerevan. 

The collected apparel has been successfully delivered to the 
following three families:
- Mr. Arayik Hakobyan a single father with 5 teenage girls. The 
family lives in Dalar village, Artashat Region. The father of the house-
hold does his best to provide minimal living conditions to his children. 
- Mrs. Angela Ayvazyan, a single mother, raises alone her 4 
kids. The oldest one is 13 years old and the youngest one is only 9 
months. One child is disabled. 
- Mrs. Yelena Mutaghyan has 3 boys. She raises them alone. 

They live in a temporary shelter, in very poor conditions. Yelena 
ensures that her children receive good education. One boys practices 
Karate and is a regional champion. 

A visit to the families was very touching. Both, the parents and the 
children were happy to have guests. The Rotaractors spent some time 
with the families, talked to the parents and children, listened to their 
stories. Everybody kept thanking the Rotaractors for the noble 
initiative. Indeed, this assistance is a great addition to extremely 
scarce family budgets and came to somehow reduce their burden at 
least temporarily.

Thank you Rotaract Club of Yerevan! Keep moving forward and 
providing more support to destitute families of Armenia!

Text by PP Hovhannes Minasyan, Rotaract Club of Yerevan

Rotaract Club of Yerevan 
Supports Needy Families in Armenia’s Rural Communities
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 District News
JULY AUGUST

NOVEMBER DECEMBER

SEPTEMBER OCTOBER

JANUARY FEBRUARY

MARCH APRIL
Maternal and Child Health Month

1 April - Deadline to report activities to earn a 
Presidential Citation for Rotary and Rotaract clubs

11-15 April - Council on Legislation
15 April - Deadline to report activities to earn a 

Presidential Citation for Interact clubs
30 April – Registration/ticket cancellation deadline 

for RI Convention

MAY JUNE

Youth Services Month

28 May-1 June - RI Convention, 

Seoul, Korea

Rotary Fellowships Month
30 June - Deadline to submit nominations for The 
Rotary Foundation Distinguished Service Award

30 June - Deadline for zones to submit 
nominations for the Rotary Global Alumni Service 

to Humanity Award
30 June - Deadline for zones to submit 

nominations for the Rotary Alumni Association of 
the Year

 Start of new Rotary officers'

 year of service.
Membership and New Club

 Development Month

Basic Education and Literacy Month

1 September - Deadline to submit 

nominations for the Rotary

 Service Above Self Award 

Economic and Community

 Development Month

Rotary Foundation Month

1 November - Deadline to submit

 nominations for The Rotary

 Foundation Service Award for a Polio-Free World

& Deadline to submit nominations 

for the Rotary Vocational Service Leadership Award

Disease Prevention and Treatment Month

15 December - Early registration

 discount ends for RI Convention

Vocational Service Month

17–23 January - International Assembly, San Diego

Peace and Conflict Prevention/

Resolution Month

23 February - Rotary's anniversary

Water and Sanitation Month

1 March - Deadline for district governors to submit 

nominations for the Rotarian Spouse/Partner 

Service Award

15 March - Deadline for district governors to 

submit nominations for the Significant 

Achievement Award (for clubs)

31 March — Preregistration discount ends for RI 

Convention
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Upcoming District Events 

30th PolioPlus Program Celebration
RI President Elect 2016-2017 John F. Germ visit
District 2452 Polio Conference
Beirut, Lebanon - 3rd to 6th September 2015

O�ce of the Governor

For more information: 

Governor’s O�ce Contact Details
Zara Expo (Managed by Grand Hyatt Amman)
Suite # 2, B-Level
Telephone: +962 6 463 1874
Mobile: +962 7 9686 1699
Email:  rid2452@gmail.com

POSITION EMAIL NUMBER 

Vice G overnor
PDG Usama Barghouthi

TRF@Outlook.com

ghassoub@k awar.com

abusihs@gma il.com

shawkat_tadros@hotma il.com

itd2452@gmail.com

dsd2452@gma il.com

wrift@orange.jo

nih@arabaudi tors.jo

rid2452@gma il.com

+962 7 9553 5085

+962 7 7752 5002

+962 7 9553 8333

+962 7 9578 9999

+962 7 7777 3977

+962 7 9520 0800

+962 7 9553 1413

+962 7 9553 6169

+962 7 9686 1699

G overnor Advisor
PP Ghassoub K awar

G overnor Advisor
PP Muhsen  Al Mu�eh

G overnor Advisor
PP Sh awkat Tadros

G overnor Advisor,
Comm unications & IT
PP  Aref  Al Aref

District Secretary
PP Bashar  As four

District Con ference Chair
PP Ra mi Sha’ban

District  Treasurer
PP Nab il Haddad

G overnor’s  Assistant
Eng.  Aya Mansour

Website: www.rotaryd2452.org
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Upcoming District Events 

Fellow Rotarians,

In Rotary, August is the month we set aside to focus on membership. It is appropriate that this time occurs at the 
beginning of the Rotary year, because everything that happens in Rotary begin with membership.

As we start this month we have a very big challenge to face and overcome, the continuity of our clubs. Because of 
that we have to emphasis on membership growth through recruitment and retention.
It is time for us to recognize that the real challenge we face is not only just to bring new members into Rotary, but 
also turning them into true Rotarians. We need to make sure that every member is active, contributing, and making a 
real di�erence in the club.

Membership is not someone else's job, it is my job, it is your job, and it is every Rotarian's opportunity. If every 
Rotarian is happy about being a Rotarian and spread the word, the combined collective e�ect will be enormous.

So ... you have to ask!  We need to �nd those people who are waiting to be asked...
All of us know that when we ask someone to join Rotary we are not imposing a burden, we are giving a GIFT. We are 
sharing with another person the wonderful amazing force that is Rotary, just as Rotary shares with us.

I would like to grab this opportunity to remind you of our District Membership Seminar Schedule to be held on 
Sunday September 13, 2015 in Lebanon. Your presence and participation will sure make a di�erence,   

Yours in Rotary,
George M. Azar
District Membership Development Chair



 

22- 192016
Amman - Jordan
19-22  May 2016 
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Upcoming District Events



2452 District
Con ference

 

3 District 2452       Conference
rdROTARY INTERNATIONAL

22- 192016

2452
Amman - Jordan
19-22  May 2016 

Register now at www.rotaryd2452.com
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NAME EMAIL NUMBER 

+41 44 387 71 20Supervisor 
Graham Reoch 

Coordinator 
Tonja Cruse  
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CLUB & DISTRICT SUPPORT

Graham.Reoch@rotary.org

Tonja.Cruse@rotary.org  +41 44 387 71 21

FOUNDATION SERVICES

 

 
 

 
 

 

                                           
Salome.Brozman@rotary.org +41 44 387 71 87Coordinator

Salomé Brozman

+41 44 387 71 78Emmanuel Idehen 

 
 

  

 

  

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Emmanuel.Idehen@rotary.org

 

 
 

 

                                           
eao.order@rotary.org +41 44 387 71 84Supervisor O�ce 

Support Marcelo Bottini 

 ORDER DESK

PUBLIC RELATIONS  

 
 

                                       

 
 +41 44 387 71 16Stephanie.ToblerMucznik@rotary.org

 
Senior Media Relations 
Specialist
Stéphanie Tobler Mucznik

FUND DEVELOPMENT  
Fund Development  
Advisor Elizabeth Lamberti 
 
 

Elizabeth.Lamberti@rotary.org  
 

+41 44 387 71 66 
 

Fund Development 
Specialist  
Peter Schnell  
 

Peter.Schnell@rotary.org +41 44 387 71 70 


